
Welcome to our first issue of 
2006.  This issue’s focus is 
health.  We are very lucky 
to have such a generally 
healthy breed, we have no 
commonly-occurring genetic 
issues at this time, and most 
Vallhunds live long and 
healthy lives.  But this can 
also place quite a burden of 
responsibility on breeders.  
Since our gene pool is still 
quite limited, we need to be 
cautious about removing 

proper herding ability (it’s 
been mentioned that some 
dogs are starting to have a 
hunting drive, rather than a 
proper herding instinct, and 
this is something we should 
be aware of, since our 
breed’s original purpose 
should never be lost) and 
correct appearance, main-
taining our breed’s good 
health should be a priority.   

As always, I hope you enjoy 
this issue, and find it useful. 

Amanda Lowery, Editor 

amandalowery@charter.net 

ASVS club officers: Presi-
dent: Pam Abrath; Vice-
President: Darlene Sjoberg; 
Secretary:  Yvonne Slusser; 
Membership Secretary:  
Amanda Lowery; 

Treasurer:  Marion Erp; 
Board Members :  Lori 
Schaunaman, Tilli DeBoor; 
Web Site Manager: Outi 
Huuskonen.  Please visit us 
online at www.vallhund.net 
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Welcome to Our First Issue of 2006!   
(it’s huge, it’s full of cool stuff, and it’s in COLOR for the first time!) 

March, 2006 

The Health Issue 

• Abnormal Findings in the Eyes of Swedish Vall-

hunds 

• Keeping Our Vallhunds Healthy 

• Health Testing in Finland 
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The ASVS Philosophy 

The American Swedish 
Vallhund Society is dedi-
cated to the preservation 

of the Swedish Vallhund as it 
was originally intended, in 
appearance, temperament 

and working ability. We 
support owners and breed-
ers who embrace this phi-
losophy, and encourage 
selective breeding of 
healthy stock, genetic re-
search and education of the 
general public.  We pro-

mote participation in the 
many areas where this 
breed excels. Brag Corner 2 

Keeping our Vallhunds Healthy 2 

Abnormal Findings in the Eyes 

of Swedish Vallhunds  

3 
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Inside this issue: 

dogs from the breeding 
pool, but it also means that 
we have a fairly unique 
opportunity to keep our 
breed healthy for the future 
by being careful about the 
health of our breeding stock. 
We cannot let our fortunate 
situation with regard to 
health allow us to become 
complacent, in addition to 
keeping a close eye on 
maintaining our breed’s 
wonderful temperament, 

ASVS: recognized as an offi-
cial United Kennel Club single 
breed club September, 2004 

For memberhip information, 
please contact  

Amanda Lowery at:  

amandalowery@charter.net 

Published by A.S.V.S. 

All content copyright its origi-
nal author. 

UKC Gr. Ch. Caval’s Front Paige News, owned by Bonnie Con-

ner of Skyview Kennel, says you’ll have a ball with this issue!  



Outi Huuskonen’s "Jonni"  ( INT 
NORD FIN S N EST CH NORDW-
01  Fennican Jonathan Jovial) has 

got the following results in agility 
(MINI Class III, obstacle height 30-35 
cm):  

2005: 15.10. Kajaani, leader Sanna-
Mari Törrönen   result: 0  place: 5th 
22.10. Joensuu, leader: Sanna-Mari 
Törrönen   result: 0  place: 2nd. 
22.10. Joensuu, leader: Outi 
Huuskonen   result: 0  place: 3rd 

12.11. Varkaus, leader: Sanna-Mari 
Törrönen  result: 0  place: 5th    
2006: 4.2. Varkaus, leader: O. 
Huuskonen  result: 0  place: 4th.  
11.2. Joensuu, leader. O. Huuskonen  
result: 0.40  (=equals clear round !)  
place: 2nd.                                
11.2. Joensuu, leader: O. Huuskonen  
result: 1.69  place 6th                  
We need to collect 7 clear rounds 
(the result must be 0.99 or under)  

from 7.6. 2005 to 5.6. 2006 in order 
to qualify for the Finnish Agility Indi-
vidual Championchips. Now we have 
6 !!!! Im a proud of my boy! He is 
approaching his 6th birthday (in 
April) but he is not at his best ! He is 
my dream dog!!! 

 Marion Erp’s Finn” (Fennican Ya-
hoo Finnboy, RN NA NAJ NAP 

NJP NADAC:  NAC, NJC, NGC, TN-
O, TG-N) finished his Open Tunnelers 
title in January and picked up an 
Open Touch & Go leg.  Marion’s 
Malinois, Jesse, earned his NATCH, 
making him Montana’s first CH 
MACH/NATCH! 

Amanda Lowery’s “Rakki” (UKC 
CH Vastgota Star Fire) graduated 
from Level 1 agility in January 

and is now in the Level 2 class.  
We’re also working on Rally Obedi-
ence. 

 Cindy Kingsley’s 
“Aris” (ARBA CH 
Sunfire Perfect Harmony out of 

Sunfire Lemonjello and Rosewood’s 
Shalom) finished her ARBA champion-
ship with a bang on February 
25th.  She got a Best in Show for the 
first show and Reserve Best in Show in 
the second show.  Aris now has two 
BIS from ARBA.  

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

BRAG Corner! 
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Earned a new title 

with your Vallhund?  

Achieved a goal?  

Let us know and 

we’ll publish it 

here! 

“Breeding a dog 

because it happens 

to be in your home 

doesn’t always 

make it right.” 

As our breed becomes more popular, I 
believe, as an occasional breeder, we 
need to educate puppy buyers who 
are interested in breeding or buying a 
family companion. 
I have had many people contacting me 
asking about the breed’s health and 
where they should buy dogs.  My an-
swer to them is usually the following: 
Ask breeders if they do the following: 

• OFA or PennHIP and then explain 
about HD 

• CERF for eyes (I tell them not to take 
it for granted if a breeder says “The 
eyes are checked”, they need to 
know they are CERF checked.  If the 
dog is not “listed” on the CERF web-
site, then they should ask for a copy 
of the eye checks on both parents. 

Also ask the breeder the following 
questions: 

• Do the sire and dam have a scissors 
bite?  Do they have missing teeth? 

• Are there any health problems with 
either parent or the grandparents? 

• What are the temperaments/
personalities of the sire and dam 
like? 

• Do the dogs have allergies?  What 
allergies? 

• What shot protocols do you follow? 

• Are the pups raised in the house, do 
they get a lot of physical contact with 
humans?  Other animals? 

• Do you socialize the puppies?  How? 

• What do you feed? 

• At what age do you let the pups go 
to their new homes? 

• Do you ship or do you want us to 
come and get the pup? 

• Do you do contracts? 

• Are you going to 
“mentor” me if I 
decide to breed? 

• Do you do tem-
perament testing?  
Will I get a copy 
of that test? 

• How often do 
you breed?  How 
many times do 
you breed each 
dog? 

I tell people they 
need to educate 
themselves about 
breeders and the 
breed.  They need to decide what 
their criteria will be when purchasing 
a pup from a breeder – i.e. not eve-
ryone does temperament testing, etc. 
From the breeder’s point of view, I 
also think it will benefit the breed as 
a whole if there is “honor” amongst 
breeders.  Yes, there are people who 
we regularly recommend, but we also 
need to remember that there are 
people out there who are good 
breeders even though we don’t know 
very much about them.  It is not our 
“place” in this world to tell people 
who they can or can’t buy from, but 
to educate them rationally and with 

sincerity. 
Breeding a dog because it happens to 
be in your home doesn’t always make it 
right.  If the dog has a “problem”, i.e. 
health, temperament, then wouldn’t it 
benefit the breed if this dog were not 

bred?  Also, why put a 
puppy in a home if it 
might have a possible 
problem affecting the 
life of the dog in the 
future?  How is that 
fair to the puppy 
buyer, especially when 
there are children 
involved? 
I feel we, as breeders, 
need to remember we 
are dealing with many 
other countries in this 
breed.  Cultures and 
rules are different for 

each country.  We need to remember 
that when conversing with and about 
people from other countries.  Remem-
ber, America has a “reputation” in 
other countries too – sometimes it’s 
good and sometimes it’s not!  Making 
assumptions about another breeder in 
another country is not fair to them or 
future puppy buyers.  We need to 
remember to ask the “right” questions 
also!! 
 

Bonnie K. Conner 

Skyview Kennel,  February 2, 2006 

http:www.swedishvallhundsskyview.us 

KEEPING OUR VALLHUNDS HEALTHY by Bonnie K. Conner 

Skyview’s Crimson Flyer 
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ABNORMAL FINDINGS IN THE EYES OF SWEDISH VALLHUNDS by Dr. András M. Komáromy 

András M. Komáromy, Dr.med.vet., Ph.D.                          

Diplomate, American & European College of Veterinary  

Ophthalmologists                                                                   

Assistant Professor of Ophthalmology                              

School of Veterinary Medicine                                             

University of Pennsylvania 

The following article discusses abnormal findings that have been made in 

the eyes of Swedish Vallhunds over the past few years. The discussion is 

based on my own examinations as well as examinations performed by 

other veterinary ophthalmologists in the United States and in Scandina-

via. These data include the most recent statistics of the Canine Eye Regis-

try Foundation (CERF). In 2005, I examined 34 Swedish Vallhunds in the 

United States for potentially inherited eye diseases. The dogs were be-

tween 7 months and 9 years of age. Table 1 summarizes my findings. 

Even though a genetic basis is suspected for most of the abnormal find-

ings, the underlying causes are unknown. 

 

1. Distichiae 

Definition: Distichiae are abnormal eyelashes that grow from the mar-
gin of the eyelid and touch the surface of the eye (Figure 1). In most 
dogs distichiae will not cause any problems. Rarely, distichiae have to 
be surgically removed if they cause irritation. Distichiae will not lead 
to the exclusion of a dog from breeding (breeder option).  

Swedish Vallhund: Distichiae are not a common problem in the breed 
(Table 1). There are no indications that we have to be concerned 
about complications caused by distichiae. 

 

2. Persistent pupillary membranes (PPMs) 

Definition: The pupillary membrane is a thin membrane that normally 
covers the lens during the early development of the eye. This mem-

brane usually disappears during the first two weeks after birth, be-
fore eyelid opening. If parts of the membrane persist, we call them 
persistent pupillary membranes or PPMs. They are little tissue strands 
that originate from the iris (Figure 1). The PPMs are more common in 
certain breeds than others, which indicates that they may be inherited. 
Most commonly, PPM tissue strands go from one part of the iris to 
another (iris-to-iris), which is usually of no consequence. Any dog with 
iris-to-iris PPMs can be bred (breeder option). Vision problems could 
arise if the strands attach to the lens (iris-to-lens) or to the inner as-
pects of the cornea (iris-to-cornea). Iris-to-lens PPMs cause cloudiness 
of the lens or cataracts. Iris-to-cornea PPMs are responsible for a 
cloudy cornea. Sometimes PPMs are wide bands rather than thin 
strands, which can also cause vision problems. These more severe 
forms of PPM (wide bands, iris-to-lens and iris-to-cornea strands) will 
lead to the exclusion of a dog from breeding.  

Swedish Vallhund: Based on the CERF data, PPMs have been listed as 
a suspected inherited abnormality in the (continued on page 4) 

Figure 1: Schematic 

cross-section through the 

dog eye showing the 

locations of the distichiae 

(1), persistent pupillary 

membranes or PPMs (2), 

punctate cataracts (3), 

and retinal abnormalities 

such as progressive reti-

nal atrophy (PRA), 

chorioretinal scars, or 

red/brown pigmentation 

(4). 

Figure 1 

ABNORMAL FINDINGS IN THE EYES OF SWEDISH VALLHUNDS Foreword by Yvonne Slusser 

Yvonne Slusser 
PaVon Kennels 
pavonkennels@gmail.com 

www.geocities.com/pavonkennels/home.html  

 

 

 

Approximately 2 years ago Pam Abrath of PaVon Ken-
nels wrote Dr. Gregory M. Acland, University of Pennsyl-
vania School of Veterinary Medicine requesting further infor-
mation on a paper he had written on "Retinal Lesions in 
Border Collies", and how it might relate to the Swedish Vall-
hund.  Pam and her kennel partner had received conflicting 
results on eye exams by several well known area veteri-
nary ophthalmologists. One of them suggested retinal le-
sions similar to those seen in Border Collies and other sport-
ing breeds- referring to the recent findings of Dr. Acland. 

Dr. András Komáromy, assistant professor of ophthalmol-
ogy at the University of Pennsylvania School of Veterinary 
Medicine responded to Pam's inquiry and volunteered to 
investigate further into the eye anomalies of the Swedish 
Vallhund.  Dr. Komáromy has attended several functions in 
the US to perform eye exams on attending Swedish Vall-
hunds and has offered to work with Finnish and Swedish 
breed clubs, eye specialists, breeders and owners to fur-
ther investigate eye anomalies in the Swedish Vall-
hund.  We wish to thank Dr. Komáromy for his generosity, 
time and dedication to the health of our breed!  
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ABNORMAL FINDINGS IN THE EYES OF SWEDISH VALLHUNDS (continued from page 3) 

(continued from page 3) breed.  About one quarter of the dogs 
that I examined had iris-to-iris PPMs (Table 1). 

 

3. Cataracts 

Definition: A cataract is defined as a cloudy area in the lens (Figure 
1). The most common causes for cataracts in dogs are either genetic 
defects or diabetes. Other causes for cataracts are possible, but if 
in doubt we always have to assume that a cataract could be inher-
ited. While small cataracts usually do not cause any vision problems, 
they have the potential to cause blindness should they become larger. 
This potentially severe consequence of cataracts is the reason why any 
dog diagnosed with a cataract should be excluded from breeding, 
unless it can be proven that the cataract is not inherited. If a cataract 
is very small (smaller than the tip of a pen) it is called a punctate 
cataract. Punctate cataracts are usually so small that they can only be 
seen with magnification. Most of the punctate cataracts will never 
progress and will not cause any 
vision problems. Therefore, the 
veterinary ophthalmologist can 
mark “significance of punctate 
cataract unknown” on the CERF 
form, and the dog can still be 
bred (breeder option). Never-
theless, it is important to mark 
these small cataracts in order 
to get a better idea about 
progression over time and over 
many dogs.  

Swedish Vallhund: Punctate 
cataracts were found in a few 
dogs (Table 1). The affected 
dogs were between 2 and 4 
years of age. To the best of my 
knowledge, no Swedish Vall-
hund has become blind from 
cataracts in the United States. 
This is encouraging and indicates that the punctate cataracts found in 
this breed may be of no consequence. However, we will see if this 
holds true over the next few years. Breeders should continue to be 
very careful about breeding dogs with punctate cataracts until we get 
a better idea about the potential for progression and vision problems. 

It is always a good idea to have the eyes checked before breeding a 
particular animal. 

 

4. Progressive retinal atrophy (PRA) 

Definition: The retina is a very thin and tender tissue in the back of the 
eye (Figures 1 and 2). The retina is responsible for processing the 
images that the animal sees. It sends the information to the brain. If we 
compared the eye to a camera, the retina would correspond to the 
film. Progressive retinal atrophy or PRA is an inherited degeneration 
of the retina in dogs. There are many different types of PRA, some 
occurring very early in life, before the dog reaches adulthood. How-
ever, most forms of PRA start later in life, long after the dogs have 
reached breeding age. The first signs are usually vision problems in 
the dim light. As the disease progresses over months or years, the 
vision problems become worse and may eventually lead to complete 
blindness. Any dog diagnosed with PRA should not be bred. For sev-
eral dog breeds, blood tests are available so that animals can be 

tested for the disease at an early age. For many types of 
PRA,a blood test does not yet exist. Dogs that may be af-
fected by PRA can be tested by recording an electroretino-
gram or ERG under general anesthesia. The ERG may indi-
cate the presence of PRA a few months before the dog is 
having severe vision problems.   

Swedish Vallhund: So far, PRA has not been diagnosed in 
the United States. However, Swedish Vallhunds suspected to 
have PRA have been seen in Scandinavia. No blood test is 
currently available for the breed. 

 

5. Chorioretinal scars 

Definition: Chorioretinal scars are scars in the retina (Figure 
1). A scar indicates a location previously affected by inflam-
mation. However, the cause for the inflammation can usually 
not be determined by an eye exam. A few chorioretinal 
scars will not cause any noticeable vision deficits, but if they 
are more numerous, they can potentially affect the animal’s 

sight. In some dogs, the chorioretinal scars may appear like retinal 
dysplasia. Contrary to chorioretinal scars, retinal dysplasia is caused 
by an abnormal development of the retina and can usually be diag-
nosed in puppies. 

    (continued on page 5)      

FINDING NUMBER OF DOGS Percent of all examined dogs 

Distichiae 4 (2/2) 12% 

Persistent pupillary mem-
branes (PPM) 

8 (5/3) 24% 

Punctate cataracts 5 (3/2) 15% 

Chorioretinal scars 8 (4/4) 24% 

Red/brown pigmentation of the 
retina 

10 (5/5) 29% 

Dogs without any abnormal 
findings 

14 (7/7) 41% 

TABLE 1. 

Figure 2: Appearance of the normal dog retina as 

seen by the ophthalmologist. The tapetum or eye-

shine is yellow or slightly green in most dogs. 

Fig. 2 



ABNORMAL FINDINGS IN THE EYES OF SWEDISH VALLHUNDS (continued from page 4) 

Swedish Vallhund: I found chorio-
retinal scars in almost one quarter 
of all the dogs examined (Table 1, 
Figure 3). The affected dogs were 
at least 2 years old. These scars 
have also been diagnosed by 
other veterinary ophthalmologists 
in America and in Europe. In 
Finland these lesions are given the 
code “J175”.   

As long as we do not know if the 
chorioretinal scars are part of an 
inherited disease, and as long as 
the sight of the affected dogs is not 
negatively affected, dogs diag-
nosed with this problem can still be 
bred (breeder option). However, it 
is important that such dogs are re-
examined yearly in order to moni-
tor progression and vision loss. At 
this point we can only speculate about the potential cause for the 
chorioretinal scars. Similar lesions have been described in other 
breeds, such as Border Collies, New Zealand Herding Dogs, and Bor-
zois. Parasites and abnormal blood vessels in the retina have been 
suggested as underlying causes, but any attempts to prove inheritance 
failed. The underlying causes may be different in the various breeds. 
In a few Borzois and Border Collies the chorioretinal scars have been 
shown to progress and cause complete degeneration of the retina, 
which can look like PRA. However, we know that the disease is not 
PRA! It is possible that some of the Swedish Vallhunds diagnosed with 
PRA in Scandinavia may initially have had chorioretinal scars. Any 
confusion could be cleared by 
consistently having the eyes 
checked on a yearly basis. 

 

6. Red/brown pigmentation of 
the retina 

Definition: No definition of 
red/brown pigmentation of the 
retina can be given at this time 
since it is unclear what the pig-
mentation represents. 

Swedish Vallhund: In about one 
third of the dogs examined, I 
detected red/brown pigment in 
the retina as early as 7 months 
of age (Table 1 and Figure 4). 
I am not aware that other vet-
erinary ophthalmologists have 
noticed this. Sharing my pic-
tures with some experts in the field, we have not been able to come 
up with an explanation for this pigmentation. It is possible that the 
pigmentation is completely normal for the breed. However, I suspect 
that the pigmentation may indicate an abnormality. It is possible that 
the red/brown pigmentation may be a variation of the chorioretinal 
scars. In order to determine the importance of these changes, the af-
fected dogs should continue to be examined on a yearly basis. 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSIONS/COMMENTS 

Even though over half the Swedish Vallhunds that I exam-
ined in 2005 had some abnormalities in their eyes, to the 
best of my knowledge, no dog of this breed has lost vision 
in the United States because of these abnormalities. Still, 
it is very important that as many dogs as possible are 
evaluated on a yearly basis by CERF examinations per-
formed by board certified veterinary ophthalmologists. 
Based on the information from Scandinavia, the retinal 
problems have the greatest potential to cause vision prob-
lems in the Swedish Vallhund. 

 

Over the past 2 years, I have become quite involved in fig-
uring out the eye abnormalities in the Swedish Vallhund. I 
have recently become the liaison for the breed in the Ge-
netics Committee of the American College of Veterinary 
Ophthalmologists (ACVO). 

 

With the help of several Swedish Vallhund breeders, I was 
able to collect many eye examination forms and pedigrees 
which will be very helpful to determine the cause for some 
of the eye abnormalities in the breed. I would be happy to 
continue collecting data about the breed in our laboratory 
at the University of Pennsylvania as long as the breed 
clubs continue to support my efforts. 

 

The following paragraphs list strategies to determine the 
underlying causes for some of the observed eye abnor-
malities: 

 

1. The Genetics Committee of the ACVO decided in October 
2005 that there will be a new category for “retinopathy” on the 
CERF form. This category should be marked by veterinary 
ophthalmologists if they see chorioretinal scars or red/brown 
pigmentation. We hope that the introduction of this category 
will help to better trace these abnormalities in the CERF data-
base. 

 

2. As many dogs as possible should continue to undergo yearly 
eye examinations (CERF exams) by veterinary ophthalmolo-
gists, ideally starting before 1 year of age. The data will auto-
matically be entered in the CERF database. The data will show 
if the frequency of some of the eye abnormalities are either 
increasing or decreasing in the breed. 

 

NOTE: Any personal information about the dog or the owner is 
handled confidential and is automatically destroyed by CERF. 

     

3. It would be extremely helpful, if I could receive copies of eye 
exam forms (normal and abnormal) together with copies of 
pedigrees from as many dogs as possible over the next few 
years. The combined analysis of the eye exam forms and the 
pedigrees will allow us to draw conclusions about potentially 
inherited eye diseases. 

    (continued on page 6) 
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Figure 3: The black spots in the 

green area indicate chorioretinal 

scars as seen in Swedish Vallhunds. 

The biggest scar is surrounded by a 

yellow rim. 

Fig. 3 

Fig. 4 

Figure 4: Many small areas of 
red/brown pigmentation can be 
seen within the green-yellow eye-
shine of a Swedish Vallhund. 



costs money. So far our work has been supported by funds 
from within our laboratory as well as some contributions from 
Swedish Vallhund owners. More funding will probably be re-
quired in the future. With some of our preliminary data we will 
try to apply for additional funding, but some of the bigger fund-
ing institutions do require that the breed clubs make financial 
contributions. Therefore, fund raising should also be consid-
ered as a strategy to investigate the eye abnormalities in the 
Swedish Vallhund. 

 

Readers should feel free to contact me with any questions, 
suggestions, or concerns about the eye abnormalities in the 
Swedish Vallhund. 

Any of the personal information/data gathered (names, ad-
dresses, etc.) will be handled strictly confidential! 

 

Dr. Andras M. Komaromy 

Department of Clinical Studies 

School of Veterinary Medicine 

University of Pennsylvania 

3900 Delancey Street 

Philadelphia, PA 19104-6010 

E-mail: komaromy@vet.upenn.edu 

Phone: 215-573-2695 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: I would like to thank all the Swedish Vallhund breeders 
and owners who have already provided me with information 
and are continuing to do so in the future! 

     

4. Within the next year, we will send out a questionnaire to the 
members of the breed clubs in order to collect some informa-
tion about the environment in which the Swedish Vallhunds 
live. The collection of these data will help us to find non-
inherited factors that could be responsible for some of the eye 
abnormalities found in the breed. 

 

5. Within the next year we will start to solicit breeders and own-
ers of Swedish Vallhunds for blood samples from their dogs. 
These blood samples can be collected by any veterinarian. We 
will send exact instructions about the collection and shipping 
methods. 

NOTE: Unrelated to our blood collection, it is important that 
blood from any dog suspected to suffer from PRA will be sent 
to OptiGen (www.optigen.com) for free screening of genetic 
mutations that have already been found in other breeds. I 
would be happy to provide more information if needed as our 
laboratory works very closely with OptiGen. 

 

6. Examination of eye tissues will be very useful. If ever an eye 
has to be removed for medical reasons, or a Swedish Vallhund 
with retinal changes should die, it would be very important to 
have the eyes submitted to a pathology laboratory for histologic 
examination. Certain laboratories are better than others, and I 
would be happy to provide more information. I am aware that 
this is a sensitive issue, as nobody likes the thought of his/her 
dog dying, but the analysis of eye tissue may be most reveal-
ing. Eye tissue should ideally be accompanied by previous eye 
exam forms and pedigrees. 

 

7. Trying to determine the cause of an eye abnormality always 
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ABNORMAL FINDINGS IN THE EYES OF SWEDISH VALLHUNDS (continued from page 5) 

An amendment to the Membership 
section of our by laws has been 
recommended by the board as fol-
lows:  

 

Addition of a breeder-sponsored 
membership for $10 for the first 
year is given by a breeder to a 

person who has purchased a dog/
puppy from them.  They will have 
no voting rights until the member-
ship is renewed the following year.  

 

Membership voting ballot will be 
sent out via e-mail the 10th of 
March 2006.  

Recommended Amendment to Membership Section of By-Laws 



In Finland we have a program called PEVISA (a breeding program 
which protects against hereditary illnesses by regulating litter regis-
tration) which is organized by our Kennel club and breed organisa-
tions have to follow it. Not every breed has PEVISA, only those breeds 
that have a lot of hereditary illnesses and also those breed clubs 
which want healthier dogs. PEVISA lists the health exams which the 
parents of the litter must have undergone before the litter is regis-
tered. There are also limits in each category (hips, elbows, eyes etc.) 
and the dog’s results have to be within the limits. There is also a time 
limit of how long the test results are valid. HD results and all the other 
X-ray results (if done to an adult dog)  are valid for life but others 
can have a 12 or 24 month limit after which the test has to be re-
newed. This program has been successful in diminishing the amount of 
hip dysplastic dogs in many breeds. 

 

Valls do not belong to PEVISA but if you want to advertise your litter 
in our breed club’s (Länsigöötanmaanpystykorvat – Västgötaspets) 
webpage the parents of the litter have to fulfil certain requirements.  
First: the dog has to have HD grade no 
more than C (mild dysplasia), second: the 
dog has to have received a score of Very 
Good (EH or 1) at least 2 times  in quality 
judging in dog shows or he has to be breed 
examined, and third: if the dog is over 4 
years of age (or he is being bred a second 
time) he has to have an official eye exami-
nation result. If a dog has HC or J175 his 
litter is not eligible for the list.  

 

Our HD grades are: 

A = No Signs of Hip Dysplasia  

B = Near Normal Hip Joints  

C = Mild Hip Dysplasia  

D = Moderate Hip Dysplasia   

E = Severe Hip Dysplasia 

In OFA the similar grades would be  

A = Excellent /Good (we used to have A1 and A2 and also B1 and 
B2 and so on but now we have just A, B etc.) (Excellent = equivalent to 
our previous A1 and Good = A2)  For our B the OFA grades would 
be Fair and Borderline, C = Mild, D = Moderate and E = Severe. 

 

You CAN use ANY Vall for breeding but if your dogs has HD grade 
over C it is not recommended, even though the dog might not have 
any symptoms.  

When we X-ray our dogs it done so that we take our dogs to any 
local vet who has X-ray machines, the vet takes the pictures and sends 
them to our Kennel club and there is a vet who gives the final grade. 
So every dog that has a HD result it is read by the same vet. If you X-
ray the elbows it is done the same way.  

 

In here people often do the elbow X-rays also and our Valls have 
been very healthy in that respect. There have been mainly 0-0 results 
(both are healthy) and some 0-1 results (one healthy and one with 
mild changes). There has been an isolate case where a dog has mild 
changes in both elbows and only one where there have been moder-
ate changes on one elbow and mild on the other. A Vall with ED 
grade 1 is considered healthy. Elbow dysplasia grades go from 0 to 
3, 0 being healthy and 3 = well developed degenerative bone dis-
ease. 

 

We also check our dogs’ eyes. The illnesses that have occurred are 
Hereditary Cataracts, Multifocal Retinal Dysplasia, Retinal Dysplasia, 
Persistent Pupillary Membranes, Cilia Aberranta and J175. If a dog 
has HC his pups are not registered in our Kennel club. We have only 
20 vets in Finland who can do official eye examinations. All official 
examination results go to our Kennel club where they keep a data-
base of all these illnesses.  

 

Some owners and breeders check their dogs’ 
knees, too. This examination is done by vet who 
has a license to do it. The usual method is the 
“Putnam method” which is done manually and 
the dog is not sedated. This method measures 
Patellar luxation. Valls usually get PL 0-0 result 
and there have been some rare cases where 
the other knee has been 1 (nearly normal). You 
can also X-ray the knees but that is done ex-
tremely rarely. 

 

In order to have an official result the dog has 
to have either a tattoo or a microchip. When 
the X-rays are sent to the Kennel club the 
owner will receive the official results by mail 
and you have to pay a fee. When I got my 
Bella’s elbow results it cost 23 €. The results of 

the examinations are marked on the dog’s papers and they are also 
marked on the pedigree papers of the litter when you breed your 
dog. So when you buy a pup you can see straight away which dogs 
have been examined and what their results are. We have also a da-
tabase called KoiraNet in our Kennel club’s webpage and there you 
can find all the official data of every dog registered in the Kennel 
club. It is a very useful system that can be used for many purposes, 
like making breeding decisions. 

 

In Finland the Vall owners tend to check their dog’s health even if they 
are not used in breeding. This is good because this way the breeders 
know the quality of the dogs they are producing and what sort of 
pups each breeding animal is producing. That way the breeder can 
make better choices in future breedings and those animals that do not 
leave good pups can be discarded from breeding.  
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HEALTH TESTING IN FINLAND by Outi Huuskonen 

Penny (Region’s Actual Act) having her hips 

x-rayed (photo courtesy Marjo Manninen, 

kennel Region’s) 

PENNHIP UPDATE by Pam Abrath and Cindy Kingsley  

To date there have been 35 Swedish Vallhunds PennHIPped. 
The low is .29 and high being .88.  Median is at .58 now. .56= 
50% and a .53 =60% .  50% of the dogs have a DI 
(distraction index)  that is more than .56 and 50% have a DI 
that is less than .58.  The higher the number, the looser the hip.  
PennHIP suggests that you breed in tighter 50% (less than .58) 

or at least breed one that is less than .58 if the other dog is 
greater than .56.   As more dogs are entered into the data 
base, the DI becomes more breed specific.  The goal is to have 
the DI decrease with generations later as breeders breed for 
tighter hips.  Most large breeds have an average DI of .30 or 
less.  



Our dogs depend on us to put food in their bowls. And, more often 
than not, we are putting in too much! I have assessed the weight on 
hundreds of dogs of a variety of breeds over the past year at semi-
nars all over the country and a conservative estimate is that about 
50% of the dogs that I see are overweight; approximately 25% are 
actually obese. These are not couch potato dogs. These are dogs 
whose owners expect them to jump in obedience, to run over rough 
ground in retrieving tests, and to perform in agility. And we are see-
ing the sad results: ruptured anterior cruciate ligaments (often both 
legs), severe degenerative arthritis in dogs in their prime, degenera-
tive disk disease, and many more conditions that are caused by, or 
exacerbated by, excess weight.  

 

Why are so many working dogs overweight? 
The following are some possible answers to 
this difficult question:  

 

1. Keeping a dog at working weight is 
incompatible with showing in conforma-
tion. I have never understood why dogs 
whose breed standard states that they 
should be shown in "hard working condi-
tion" don't win in the conformation ring 
unless they are FAT. The only thing that I 
can think of is that we are mistaking fat 
for muscle. For breeds such as Golden 
Retrievers and Labrador Retrievers, 
assume that if your dog is winning in the 
conformation ring, it is probably about 8 
to 15 lb. overweight. When you are fin-
ished showing your dog in conformation, take the weight off, for 
his own good.  

2. People are feeding their dogs the same amount of food they 
were fed as adolescents. This is a common mistake. But just as most 
of us eat less now than we did as teenagers, your dog needs less 
too. A dog's metabolism slows down with age and adult dogs 
need less food to maintain their weight.  

3. People believe the suggested feeding regimens that are printed 
on dog food bags. Even the most active dog doesn't need as much 
food as most dog food companies recommend. The best way to 
determine how much food a dog needs is to feed it the amount 
that maintains its weight. This is a matter of trial and error.  

4. The dog has been less active, but he is being fed the same amount 
of food. Adjust your dog's intake to his activity level. Remember 
that in the winter your dog may not get as much exercise and 
decrease his intake accordingly.  

5. People don't know how to determine the correct weight for their  
dogs.  Dogs vary in height, bone structure, and muscularity, so 
there  is no one correct weight for a dog of any given breed.  The 
best way  to determine whether a dog is overweight is to test 3 
different parts  of the body: the neck, the ribs, and the hips.  

· To check the neck, press your thumb and index finger deep into  
the side of the neck just ahead of the shoulder, and pinch them  
together.  If your fingers are more than 1/2" apart, the dog is  
overweight.  (Note:  this is where old dogs tend to carry most of  
their excess fat, and they may actually be thin in other locations.)  

· To check the ribs, stand with your dog beside you, facing his  
butt.  Place your thumb on the middle of  his spine half way down 
the  back and spread your fingers out over his last few ribs.  Then 
run  your fingers up and down along his skin.  You should be able 
to feel  the bumps of his ribs without pressing in.  

· To check the hips, run your hand over your dog's croup.  You  
should be able to feel the bumps of his two pelvic bones without  
pressing down.  

· Some of you may be reading this and thinking, "I would never 
want my  dog to be that skinny!"  Think about the Olympic ath-
letes.  If you  want your dog to be an athlete then it is only fair 
that you do what  you can to help him achieve the body that he 
will need to perform and  stay healthy and injury-free for many 
years.  

6. People worry that their dogs will not get enough nutrition if they 
feed them less. Premium dog foods are packed with nutrients. If 
your dog is overweight, unless he has a hormonal problem (e.g. 

hypothyroidism), he is getting too 
much nutrition, and cutting back will 
not put him in jeopardy. Remember: 
just like humans, individual dogs vary 
in their metabolic rate and some dogs 
just need less food.  

7. People don't know how to get their 
dogs to lose weight without all the 
side effects —begging, that sad-
eyed look that says "I'm hungry", etc. 
Try the pumpkin diet. Reduce your 
dog's regular food by 33% and re-
place it with a 67% volume of 
canned pumpkin (not the kind with 
sugar and spices, ready-made for 
pies). For example, if you are cur-

rently feeding your dog 3 cups of food, 
you would instead feed him 2 cups of 

food and a whole cup of canned pumpkin. Dogs love the pump-
kin—it has the texture of canned dog food, it provides vitamins 
and roughage, it makes them feel full (so they don't forage in the 
yard for leftovers), and they lose weight!  

8. The vet said that the dog was a good weight (or even under-
weight). I have asked many vets why they don't tell their clients 
that their dogs are overweight, and I always get the same an-
swer: "I have lost so many clients because they were offended 
when I told them their dogs were overweight that I just don't tell 
them anymore". So please, don't be offended—it doesn't reflect 
on you personally.  

 

The following is a 'real life' example. Julie Daniels, a well-known agil-
ity competitor, was showing her female Rottweiler, Jessy, in conforma-
tion. After she got her first major (5 points), Julie decided that she 
would rather compete with Jessy in agility. Now Rottweilers are not 
ideally structured for agility. So she took 21 lb (yes 21 lb.—this is not 
a typo) off the dog. The dog looked lovely, and in the process lost 1 
1/2" in height at the withers. (For many medium-sized dogs this could 
mean the difference between having to jump 26" and 22" in agility.) 
Jessy is the all-time top winning Rottweiler in agility (USDAA National 
Finalist 5 years in a row) and is healthy and injury-free at the age of 
10 (and still competing in Veterans). 
 
So why not do this for your best friend?  

 

To find out more about the canine athlete, order Peak Performance: 
Coaching the Canine Athlete. by M. Christine Zink DVM, PhD.  

 

Submitted by Marion Erp 
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 CORPULENT CANINES? by Chris Zink, DVM, PhD (from http://www.caninesports.com/fatdogs.html) 

Fennican Yahoo Finnboy, lean and fit, owned by 

Marion Erp 



Useful Websites 

• Veterinary Medical Database: http://www.vmdb.org/dx.html 

• Canine Eye Registration Foundation (CERF): http://www.vmdb.org/cerf.html 

• Orthopedic Foundation for Animals (OFA): http://www.offa.org/index.html 

• University of Pennsylvania Hip Improvement Program (PennHIP): 

http://www.pennhip.org/ 

• Dog Feeding Information: http://www.dogaware.com/dogfeeding.html 

• Genetics Primer for Dog Breeders: 

http://www.netpets.org/dogs/reference/genetics/primer.html 

rather than just treating the symptom. 

 

Choose a high quality commercial dog food (look for identified meats or 
meals like “fresh whole chicken” or “lamb meal”, not generic meats like 
“meat meal” or “by-products”), or feed a well-researched and bal-
anced, home-cooked or raw diet (I feed a combination of super-
premium kibble, high-quality canned meat and green tripe, and a pre-
pared raw diet).  Most Vallhunds love to eat and do a very good job of 
convincing you that they are starving to death!  Don’t overfeed. 

 

Regular exercise is a must!  Most dogs don’t tend to do a very good job 
of exercising themselves, and it’s good for both you AND your Vallhund 
to get out there and walk or run on a daily basis.  In our house we walk 
twice a day, play Frisbee and tug, and go to agility classes and prac-
tice sessions. 

 

I think that regular, fun training sessions can be beneficial in a number of 
ways.  Most obviously they help your Vallhund learn to “speak English”, 
which will help him live well with people (well-trained dogs are a joy to 
live with).  Training also develops and strengthens the bond we have 
with our dogs.  But regular training can also teach you a lot about your 
dog, and sometimes one of our first indicators that there might be some-
thing wrong can be a change in the dog’s demeanor or behavior, and 
you can notice this very easily if you’ve been working with your Vall-
hund regularly.   

We’re
 on th

e web
 

at 

www
.vallh

und.n
et 

Suggestions, submissions and gen-
eral comments are always welcome.  
You can email me at               
amandalowery@charter.net, or 
contact any of us at the addresses 
listed on our website: 
www.vallhund.net. 

Skyview’s Crimson Hawk (“Hawk”), who lives in 

Independence, MO 

In future issues: 

Rally Obedience 

Book & Equipment Reviews 

© All content is copyright its original au-
thor/creator and/or ASVS and may not be 
reproduced without permission.   

SOME BASIC HEALTH TIPS by Amanda Lowery 

“Outside of a dog, a book is man’s best friend.  Inside of a dog, it’s too dark to read”                          

- Groucho Marx 

At least once a week, brush your Vallhund thoroughly (and by that I 
mean all the way down to the skin, all over his body) and massage him 
all over (not only does this feel nice for both of you, it means you can 
check for any lumps, bumps, parasites, sore spots or skin problems).  
Don’t forget legs, feet, between the toes, underarms, and tail (or stub!). 

 

There shouldn’t be a need to bathe your Vallhund very often – my 
general rule with my dog is that he only gets a bath if he’s actually 
dirty and the dirt won’t brush off easily, or if we’re going to a show 
(having seen judges have to wipe grime off their hands from really 
filthy dogs, I think it’s only respectful to show a clean dog).   Don’t use 
human shampoo (you can use very diluted dish soap if you like, or 
choose a shampoo specifically for dogs—I always dilute shampoos 
and conditioners by at least half, if not more, they lather and rinse 
more easily, and it’s more economical).  Remember if you show and 
intend to bathe your dog before the show to bathe at least 2-3 days 
(ideally a week) before the show to allow the oils to come back into 
the coat and get it back to its proper appearance and texture.  A 
healthy dog eating a good diet should not normally smell bad (unless 
it’s a naturally oily-coated breed like a Lab), most of the time “doggy 
smell” (that lasts longer than a few minutes after being outside) comes 
from ear, dental, skin or digestive problems and/or a dog eating a 
low-quality or unsuitable diet (not every diet is suitable for every dog).  
If you find you need to bathe your dog more often than every two-
three months because of “doggy odor”, it’s likely that you AND your 
dog would be better off looking for the actual cause of the smell, 


